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“A No by the Sikh representative would have altered the

situation. The Vicery said,” The Proposals will be

implimented only if leaders of all the parties accept these.

But Mr. Baldev Singh said ‘Yes® on behalf of the Sikhs.

(The Viceroy, Transfer of Power, Vol-XI, p. 39)
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“The Sikhs, Who are in a position to negotiate on the spot,
are disunited and poorely led. Master Tara Singh is stupid
and emotional.”
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July 16, 1945 ...... Left Simla Yesterday and called The H.M. -
of Patiala at Chail on the way down. I had an hour’s talk with
him about possible grouping of Sikh states and the problems of
the Sikhs generally but nothing came out of it.

(Viceray s Jounral, p. 320)
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Sardar Bahadur you know The Hindus only are co-slave like
us, but now you will know the real Hindu when he becomes your
master and you become his slave.
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“The Sikhs have no demand to make on The British except
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the demand that they should quit India Whatever the political
rights and aspirations the Sikhs want they shall have satisfied
through the goodwill of the Congress and the majority Commumty
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“The genesis of the real trouble between Nirankaris and
Akalis goes back to the years. when Mrs. Indra Gandhi headed
the Union Government. She wanted to weaken the Shiromani
Akali Dal but found that Akalis could not be brought to heel. She
thought of an elaborate plan to strengthen the Nirankari sect not
only in Punjab but throguhout the country and abroad also.
Official patronage was extended to the Nirankaris much to the
Chagrin of Akalis, who have always considered the Nirankaris as
heretic. !

In pursuit of this policy of divide and rule Mrs. Gandhi
personally gave clearance for a diplomatic passport to be issued
to the Nirankaris chief and the Indian high Commissioners and
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Ambassadors abroad were instructed to show him respect and
regard. This was meant to hold the sect to improve its image and
increase its following abroad.

During Mrs. Gandhi’s regime, the Nirankaris were known
to be receiving financial help from secret Govt. funds not open
to audit or scrutiny by the parliament.

During the emergency, the recalcitrant attitude of the Akalis
further anoyed Mrs¢ Gandhi and Sanjay Gandhi. Efforts for
building a parallel organisation among the Sikhs of Punjab as
counter blast to the Akalis were intensified. At the instance of
Mrs. Gandhi, the congress regime in Punjab, led by Giani Zail
Singh began giving greater official patronage to the Nirankaris’s
sect. Mr. H.S. Chhina, a staunch Nirankaris was appointed Chief
Secretary to the Punjab Govt. in 1976.

As a result of open official patronage and support this sect
got a considerable boost within the administrative set up of the
Punjab Govt. Mr. Chhina oppointed Mr. Niranjan Singh as D.C.
of Gurdaspur Mr. Niranjan Singh tried his best to enlarge the field
of operation of the Nirankaris....”
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“There is no doubt about this, that it was well-planned,
possibly the plan had been worked out much earlier,
that in case such situation arose, this would be done,
and the politicians could take its advantage”.
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“The attacks on members of Sikh community were the
outcome of well organised plan marked by acts of both
commision and omission by important politicians of
the Congress (I) at the top and by authorities in the
administration... The attacks on Sikhs followed a
common pattern in all colonies and were master-
minded by some powerful organised groups. There was
also a definite pattern discernible in the choice of
victims as they largely belonged to the age group 20
to 50.”
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“The happenings in Tirlokpury between Oct. 31 and
Nov. 2 were a gruesome picture of intense butchery.
Within 48 hours at least 400 Sikhs mainly youngmen
were burnt alive with the connivance of Local police
machinery and active participation of an organised
group of miscreants led by a Con gress (I) Councillor
Ashok Kumar.”
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“Government’s deliberate inaction and its callousness
towards relief are far reaching.....” “It is indeed a
matter of great. Concern that the Govt. has made no
serious enquiries into the entire tragic episode, which
seems to be so well planned and designed.”
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