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Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,

Or bends with the remover to remove:
O, no! it is an ever-fixed mark,
That looks on tempests and is never shaken;

It is the star to every wandering bark,
Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken.
Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickle’s compass come;
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.

If this be error and upon me proved,

I never writ, nor no man ever loved.
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“She walks in beauty, like the night

Of cloudless climes and starry skies...”
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Meri Hamdam, meri dilbar, meri hai hamsafar, Beewi
Miray farda kee khaatir rakkhti hai mujh par nazar, Beewi
Mujhay targheeb-i-kaar-i-nek deti rehti hai har din
Mujhay ba-hosh rakkhay de ke dars-i-pur-asar, Beewi
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“Now is the winter of our discontent” ... is another example.
“A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse” yet another.
Once you know the rhythm, they are easy to spot.
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ERRR ERRR:

Bas kih dushwaar hai har kaam ka assaan hona
Aadmi ko bhi muyassar nahin insaan hona
How hard it is for every task to be easy of accomplishing
‘Tis not been given even to man to be a human being
Ugs bl 1S alS ) g s Gy
Uigs bl e puiia s S o]

Allama Igbal:
M s Ju 31

Khirad-mandon se kya poochhoon kih meri ibtida kya hai
Kih main is fikr mein rehta hoon meri intiha kya hai

What shall | of the wise men enquire about my genesis?
I’'m bugged by the urge to explore the limits of my genius!
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SAMPLERS OF POETRY

My arrogance uplifts me
And I show up as a high wave
High enough that seafarers notice me
With delight and amusement
Until the air pressure of ‘Ego’ subsides
And I have a sudden nasty fall
To become integrated with the sea
Where I am in bliss in no need of
Any showing up to fish for desperately

Fake compliments of the wary crowd
sokkodok

JAPUJI SAHIB
POETIC INTERPRETATION OF MOOL MANTAR

The sole Generator, Operatot, and Destroyer
G-0O-D is ONE, an indivisible eternal Whole
He is Ttuth, as such forever exists everywhere
His Name plays for Him the identifying role
He is the All-Doer, the indwelling psyche
His matchless might frees Him from all fear
He has no peers and thus nurses no enmity
He is beyond the influence of Time’s sphere
A celestial icon He is beyond birth ‘n’ expiration
When He wills His own nature becomes manifest
As a Supreme Enlightener He dispenses benediction
This proclamation has been decreed at His behest
Chant, True was He ere Time, True in Time is He
True is He even now, Nanak, and True forever be
Kokokokok
An Ode to Woman
[Urdu Original]
Mohsin-i-khaandaan-i-aadam hai
Mallika-i-bekhitaab hai aurat;
Husn-o-zebaaish-i-hyaat is se
Khoobi-e-behisaab hai aurat:
Chashm-i-aadam mein nuqs hai Ta’meer
Rashk-i-husn-i-maahtaab hai aurat
.

[English Poetic Rendering]

Of Man’s family, she is the benefactor
Woman is the queen sans title of honour
Life’s beauty and adornment spring from her
Of countless virtues is woman’s statute
Ta’meer, man’s eyesight is so poor it can’t see
Moon’s beauty fading before her demeanour

HIS- - eseres-nrgl-wren J
HiBa ngl- Sz Wz,
THE-G-Hen-we-gwF R R
HE-8-FITHE T W
THH-WE-nreH H 3aH J F°HIT
THE G- FAS-WE-HITFE I g5

COVID-19 QUATRAINS
Wotld Ails from raving Roguery
W-A-R is a pastime of scoundrels
Life turns into a global cemetery
With ruined temples and cathedrals
On His 129 Birth Anniversary
Dr BR Ambedkar stands in a class apart
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As Architect of the Indian Constitution
His daring genius has won many a heart
His vision makes India a modern nation
L]
The disease is a luxury of the rich
Poor people can ill afford it
They save nine by timely stitch
For wholesome life bit by bit
L]
Those who dislike Humility and shun it
Ought to know that it’s a priceless gift divine
They must see how Mother Earth has done it
Happily lying under their feet, yours and mine
L]
We, humans, owe our lives to mothers three
Nature, Nation, and Biological Mother
Soul, Mind, Body come from them, respectively
Persona and purpose they give us together
.
ALL SENSORY PLEASURES HAVE THEIR INTRINSIC LIMIT
All sensory Pleasures have their intrinsic limit
Which, when reached, turns them into Pain
Orgasm hits the Pleasure-limit, and no more buys it
As it stretches the nerves to their painful strain
Taste-buds are dulled by eating the same cuisine daily
The nostrils respond not to over-exposure of scent
Though both they had earlier welcomed gaily
But benumbed senses now rather prefer dissent
Elements made compatible are a source of happiness
Even Air and Water add to Man’s creature comforts
With increasing stimuli, the response is less ‘n’ less
Happiness that’s reached its peak only gravely hurts
Bliss is Divine, and, unlike Pleasure, has no limit
And repeated experiences progressively increase it
)
BHAGVAD-GITA IS THE LORD GOD’S OWN SWEET SONG
Bhagvad-Gita is the Lord God’s own Divine Song:
Magnificent Manual for leading a Life of Peace
Krishna shows Arjuna Right from the Wrong
To make the best of Life as a divinely-gifted lease
Kurukshetra isn’t geographical, it’s the human psyche
Its besetting sin is a clash of many warring desires
“To be or not to be” gears all the mortals’ enquiry
And they search for waters to dowse lusty fires
Focus on earnest endeavour without desire of fruit
Makes for a Karma-Yogi, untainted by sin or virtue
Eloquently speaks his Life even when he is mute
To attain Life’s highest ideal: a dream come true
Take Life as it comes is the crux of this Divine Song
Hark Krishna’s voice within ‘n’ you’ll never go wrong
°

BRAIN IS THE HARDWARE OF THE HUMAN COMPUTER
Brain is the hardware of the human computer

Of which doubtlessly the software is Mind

Brain is biological, Nature’s curious wonder

Mind is cultural, in Life’s no other form you find
Brain is memory: its function consciousness

Mind operates the system and gives it purpose

Its faculties are Emotion and Reason, which no less
Work, along with Imagination, to keep it abuzz
With all sorts of never-ending cerebral activity
Until Intuition intervenes to quickly resolve
Problems of many kinds and varied gravity

Around Brain and Mind all humans revolve

A Genius is thus the one who creatively uses both
To change Nature, and to keep Nurture above sloth
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CREATIVITY IS A GIFT OF GOD TO ALL HUMANKIND
Creativity is a gift of God to all Humankind
It’s the best valid proof of God’s existence
With its enormous power Creativity does bind
One Mind with another for mutual subsistence
The signature of Beauty is Beauty, an aesthetic trait
Beauty is the splendour of Truth with omnipresence
Apprehension of Beauty does the senses sate
As it upholds the genuine above all pretence
Creativity is the Fountainhead of Human Progress
As a Divine endowment it’s perennially new
Creativity can be seen in the flush of humanness
Those unaffected by it are far between and few
When Man, the Artist, sees God in Creativity
He becomes an inspiring image of Divinity

°
GOD IS A THIEF WHO STEALS BUT GOES UNDETECTED
God is a thief who steals but goes undetected
He steals his devotee’s shortcomings ‘n’ sins
By His Grace is the devotee so intoxicated
That even when he loses, he feels that he wins
Stealing is God’s way of cleaning Life’s dross
He continues doing so as a back-stage act
He does His will by sending one to the Cross

Beyond is the Truth; beyond Philosopher’s ken
Beyond Painter’s brush: beyond Poet’s pen!
The perennial Teaser as ever yet tease:
“Which came first: th’ egg or th’ hen?”
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Sufferer thanks Him knowing this splendid fact
God’s early targets are physical ‘n’ psychical
He steals each mortal belonging with great artistry
Stolen things He pays back with gifts mystical
Cleaning the soul, He fills it with Love’s mystery
He performs every task without appearing on stage
Divine history is thus written afresh in every age

°
SCIENCE IS AN INSTRUMENT OF EMPIRICAL KNOWLEDGE
Science is an instrument of empirical knowledge
It investigates phenomena, discovers laws, invents
It’s taught through labs at school, university, college
Observes functions, structures, colours, and scents
It has instruments of observation and of measurement
They automatically set a limit to its nature ‘n’ scope
Science has, through the centuries, almost bent
Every known object to serve Man, thus raising hope
Of a better world, abounding in creature comforts
But it has created new problems in the bargain
Which include neurotics, diabetics, and perverts
In other words, Science is both a boon and a bane
Science’s yield is universal: it suits the cravings of Man
But Self-Realisation is private, and affects not his clan

Often do they ask: Do you believe in God?”
In muted silence back | ask:
*God or no God, Is it Man's deed
That myriad Wonders in Timeless Glory bask!?
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