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“Nihangs are forever firm in  

their conviction, character,  

recitation of Gurbani, and  

performance of austerities; such is a true Warrior.   

They remain forever in their own discipline, even if kings 

and royalty walk by.” 

                                - Pracheen Panth Prakash (Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangoo) 

The Nihangnama (Treatise of Nihang Singh Warriors) is an 

anthology of historical accounts discussing the origin 

stories related to the Nihang Singhs.  The Sikh tradition, 

following Guru Gobind Singh, would be woefully ignorant 

of the history of the Nihang Singhs without these seminal 

texts.  These texts unequivocally assert that the Nihang 

Singhs draw their lineage straight from Guru Gobind Singh.  

Previously untranslated texts are presented to bring 

awareness to Sikhs in the diaspora regarding the origins of 

the Nihang Singhs. 

Nihangnama 
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Salutation:  As per tradition regarding dharmic literary works, a 

mangal, or salutation is made prior to the commencement of the 

work.  Humbly find the mangal below: 

      kibq ] 

pwaux gur miq jb PYilE jgq siB, myG AigAwn Bjy AwkwS idKwveI [ 

When the Guru's Wisdom, like the wind, dispersed across the world,  

it removed the ignorance like clouds, and displayed the Blue [Bana] sky for all to 

see. 

  

isMGn ivsyS vyS mwih prdyS, kyS r`Kx mlyC Aib sRySt bnwveI [ 

The unique uniform [Bana] of the Singhs is now present in foreign countries, and 

these foreigners are even keeping their Kes [Hair] becoming the highest [Guru's 

Sikhs]. 

 

SsqR hmyS r`Ky pwT cMfI sdw rry, Ku`lHy dygW cly AnYkW CkwveI [ 

Always strapped with weapons and reciting the scriptures of Chandi, their 

[Shahidi] Degh always flows freely and they distribute it to countless people. 

 

inMdk kUkwveI pr sumiq lKwveI, nmo dl pMQ ko AnykW br pwveI [ 

The slanderers continue to shriek but the wise have understood [this mystery], 

salutations to the Dal Panth, which grants countless blessings. 

  

- 3 - 

 



  

4 
 

qqkrw 
Foreword 2 

Mangal (Salutation) 3 

Pracheen Panth Prakash – Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangoo 5 

i. Gurbaksh Singh Nihang  6-9 

Gurpratap Suraj Prakash – Mahakavi Santokh Singh 10 

i. Guru Gobind Singh Ji leaving Chamkaur 11-13 

Naveen Panth Prakash – Giani Gian Singh 14 

i. Origin Story 1: Akalis reclaiming charity 15-18 

ii. Origin Story 2: Fateh Singh taking Akali form 18-19 

iii. Origin Story 3: Guru blessing Maan Singh 19-20 

iv. Origin Story 4: Guru saving piece of Blue Cloth 20-21 

v. Nihang Praise 21-31 

Sri Gurpad Prem Prakash – Baba Sumer Singh 32 

i. Nihang Origin Story 33-37 

Rehatnama – Bhai Daya Singh 38 

i. Characteristics and Traits of an Akali Singh 39 

   

 

  

- 4 - 

 



  

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pRcIn pMQ pRkwS  

ikRq: ShId rqn isMG BMgU 

- 5 - 

 

Pr
ac

he
en

 P
an

th
 P

ra
ka

sh
 



  

6 
 

 

Pracheen Panth Prakash 1830 
 

The Khalsa Panth’s Illumination 
 

Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangoo 

 

Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangu who was the grandson of the famed 

Shahid Mehtab Singh.  Much of his knowledge was passed down 

through his family and thus the text provides an interesting insight 

into the Misal period [mid to late 1700s].  The text makes consistent 

mention of the Akali Nihangs and their sacrifices during the Misal 

period but the passage below specifically describes the story of 

Gurbaksh Singh Nihang.  

gurbKS isMG inhMg kI swKI suno sujwn ]  

pweI ShIdI aun BlI Bl AMimRqr AsQwn ]1] 

Oh wise ones listen to this story I will tell of the Nihang Gurbaksh 

Singh, who attained sublime Shahidi [martyrdom] in the 

auspicious city of Amritsar.   

 

huqo BujMgI AO bf jMgI ] nIl bsqR rK rih rhq cMgI ]  

pRwq auTy Ar sùKw pIvY ] huie rmxXo muK dwqn kIvY ]2] 

A great and elite warrior [Bhujangi], he kept the Guru’s Code of 

Conduct [Rehat] very well, as such he wore the blue clothing 

and would awake early in the morning and drink cannabis. 

Following this he would cleanse himself and brush his teeth.  
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svw pihr ins krY Snwn ] bwxI pVHy KV p`g bDwn ]  

srb loh kI pUjw krY ] nsmkwr kr Ssqr PVY ]3] 

Daily he would bathe in the early morning, reciting Gurbani 

while adorning his turban. Worshipping his weapons he would 

hold his sword and salute it.  

 

srb loh gl mwlw pwvY ] kMgx ismrn loh suhwvY ]  

loh ckR loh qoVy DwryY ] srb loh kI rKX aucwrY ]4] 

Around his neck he wore an all-iron rosary, even his comb was 

made of iron and his small rosary. His Chakar [quoit] around his 

turban was iron, as the iron chain. He would recite “All-Iron is 

my Protector” [from Akal Ustat].  

 

dsq dsqwnY kr sotn isauN hyq ] svw gj kC pihrY syq ]  

sMjoie loh kI phrs AMg ] iem lwie idvwn inq bhY inhMg ]5] 

The gauntlets he wore were iron along with his club. Wearing a 

white Kachera, with cloth measuring up to one and a quarter 

yard, he also wore iron chain-mail. In holding congregations [at 

Akal Takht], many Nihangs would also attend.   
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inhMg khwvY so purS duK suK mMny n AMg ]  

ijm duK suK dyhI nw mMny aus khYN ibdyhI cMg ]6] 

That man is called a Nihang who is indifferent to both pain and 

pleasure. That person whose body is unaffected by both pain 

and pleasure, we properly call that person Bidehi [Without a 

Body, another name for Shahid Singhs].  

 

hTI jqI AO jp qpI dwqw pUrw sUr ]  

AwvYN pws srdwr iqs vhu rhY Awp mgrUr ]7] 

Nihangs are forever firm in their conviction, character, their 

recitation of Gurbani and performance of austerities; such is a 

true Warrior. They remain forever in their own discipline even if 

kings and royalty walk by.  

 

jhW ju`D kI jwgw hoie ] mrnY kY fr trY n soie ]  

jhW pMQ pY bf pvY BIr ] fwhY Awp jwie qhW srIr ]8] 

Wherever an opportunity for warfare arises, they never cower 

from death. Wherever a great calamity is upon the Panth, they 

readily offer themselves to combat the threat. 
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jhW ju`D kI jwgw hoie ] PV inSwn Awp A`gy hoie ]  

swQ ngwrw Gurdw jwvY ] jwie lVweI mUhrY pwvY ]9] 

Wherever war is being waged, they press forward holding the 

battle standards. Wherever they hear the drum beat of war, 

they run to the front of the lines to fight.  

 

Bey ju ShId mnI isMG BweI ] aunYN hwQ QI pwhul iplweI ]  

Kym krn iFg lIl u nwm ] huqo mwJY mYN iqsko gRwm ]10] 

Gurbaksh Singh had taken Khande Ki Pahul from the Shahid 

Bhai Mani Singh, and hailed from the village named Leel near 

Khemkaran, a village in the district of Majha. 

                                            -Episode 156, Pracheen Panth Prakash  
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Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 1843 
 

The Solar Illumination  

of the Guru’s Glory 

 

Mahakavi Santokh Singh 

 

The Gurpratap Suraj Prakash Granth is the most comprehensive 

historical text of the Sikh Gurus and was so well received that its daily 

discourse [katha] was mandated at all Takhts.   

The passage below describes the origin story of the Akali Nihangs.  

Specifically, events surrounding Guru Gobind Singh leaving 

Chamkaur Sahib. After sustaining some injuries to his feet he was met 

by Maan Singh, Daya Singh and Dharam Singh in an orchard, where 

they then proceeded to Gulaba Masand’s house.  

 

SRI muK qy iqh sMg aucwrw ] su`Kw imrcW Awin audwrw ]39]  

From the auspicious mouth of the Guru, He said to those 

around him, “Go bring large amounts of cannabis and black 

pepper. 

 

ibnw Aml bhu smw ibqIqw ] pwn krYN hulsY qib cIqw ]  

suniq gulwbw qurn gXo ] jwie bzwr KrIdn ikXo ]40] 

I have gone a long time without any intoxicants, this beverage 

brings great happiness to my mind”. Gulaba the Masand heard 

these words and got ready to leave, he went to the market to 

purchase these items.  
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jib gur aupbn bYTy jwie ] kwmw gmnXoN puir sihswie ]  

KuSkI Ark duD qy hoeI ] bWCiq Aml ipXin qy soeI ]41] 

When the Guru was seated in this orchard, the Masand went 

quickly to the city to complete his task. Guru Gobind Singh had 

taken the milk of an Ak plant [for medication, commonly called 

the ‘Apple of Sodom’], but it had caused dryness on his feet. 

He desired an intoxicant to drink [which would remove this 

pain]. 

 

bUJy qib BI sMgI qIn ] su`Kw iks ky inkt khIn ] mwn isMG ky Qo kuC 

pwly ] suin kir gur qy Koil inkwly ]42] 

He then asked the three Singhs in his company, “Does anyone 

have cannabis close at hand?” Maan Singh had small amounts 

of cannabis wrapped up, and hearing this the Guru told him to 

unwrap it. 

 

Qorw huqo qXwr kir dXo ] iqKw sihq so pIvn kXo ]  

hoie pRsMn br dyviq jovYN ] pMQ Kwlsy mihN qum hovYN ]43] 

Maan Singh had prepared the small amounts of cannabis and 

gave it to Guru Gobind Singh, the drink was extremely strong 

and the Guru drinking it was extremely pleased and gave a 

blessing to Maan Singh – “Within the Khalsa there will be a 

Panth that belongs to you.  

 

 

- 12 - 

 

Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 



  

13 
 

quJ sm byK suBwau ibswlI ] nwm inhMg Anyk AkwlI ] ies pRkwr iek 

GtI ibqweI ] cwh Aml kI rhI qdweI ]44]  

It will be beautifully adorned in your attire and demeanor – 

countless in number they will be called Akali Nihangs”. In this 

way about half an hour passed, but their desire for more 

intoxicants remained.  

                    - Rut 6, Chapter 44, Gur Pratap Suraj Prakash Granth 
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Naveen Panth Prakash 1880 
 

The Khalsa Panth’s Illumination 

(Newer Standard) 

 

Giani Gian Singh 

 

Foreword:  The Naveen Panth Prakash is one of the seminal historical 

texts relating to Sikh history following the passing of Guru Gobind 

Singh until the time of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.  This text is used as a 

source for much of the information relating to the Misal period during 

the early to late 1700s, and as such provides an important insight into 

the Akali Nihangs.  Gyani Gyan Singh, the author of the text, himself 

a Nirmala Sikh, mentions the Nihangs and their involvement 

throughout the Misal period.  The portion below specifically describes 

in detail the origin stories of Nihangs, their characteristics, and their 

identity.    

   

sRI guru nwnk Awink suK dwie, 

lwj bwnk rKwie gXwn Bwn idpqwie hYN ] 

Guru Nanak, who gave the entire world endless happiness, has 

kept the honour of the ‘Bana’ [Nihang uniform], and who 

illuminated the sun of wisdom.  
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qWih pg DXwie mwQ nwie pMQ Kwlsy ko,  

isMGn inhMgn kI gwQ Aib gwie hYN ] 

Meditating upon those lotus-like feet I bow in salutation to the 

Khalsa Panth, now I will narrate the origin stories of the Nihang 

Singhs.  

 

ibR`Dn inhMgn sunweI jYs, ilKI pweI, 

qYs hm kYhYN BweI suno mn lwie hY ] 

I write down these stories as told by the elder Nihang Singhs, so 

brother, as I narrate this story please listen carefully with 

attention.  

 

sq rj gOx jW mYN muKX qmo gux hoie,  

iqn ko inhMg isMG gurU BI Alwie hYN ]175] 

Having little essence in Satoguni or Rajoguni qualities, they consist 

mainly of Tamogun, these are what you call the Nihang Singhs of 

the Guru.   

 

swKI 1] Story 1  

 

eyk idn dsm guru jI iql qyl lohw Awid, 

dwn qulw dIn idj ko ibswlI hY ] 

One day the Guru gave great charity to a Brahmin, granting 

him sesame seeds, oil and iron in an amount that weighed as 

much as the Brahmin.  
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dvwr pY iBKwry Qy BMgyry jy bDyry isK̀, 

bUJXo iqn dvj lIey jwq kXw auqwlI hYN ] 

As the Brahmin walked out the door, there were poor Sikhs, 

cannabis drinking beggars, who asked the Brahmin what he 

was taking with him with such excitement.  

 

khXo isr sd̀k gurU kw lIE jwq mYN hUM,  

smJXo n ijnY eyhu ArQ kmweI hY ] 

The Brahmin said, “I am taking this charity, which the Guru has 

blessed me with”, the Sikhs did not understand how he had 

earned this and did not accept this.  

 

CIn lIn dvj, dIn hoie gXo gurU pws,  

suin guru h`s khXO is`K Xy AkwlI hYN ]176] 

The Sikhs snatched the charity from the Brahmin, who then 

went to the Guru and pleaded, but the Guru laughed and said 

“these Sikhs are the Akalis.”  

 

nMg BUK dwrd, Cin`Cr grih dsw mMd jwn,  

hm inj GroN QI inkwlI hY ] 

I have given you this charity to rid the Sikhs of poverty, hunger, 

laziness and the effect of black magic, but now they have 

brought these back into the community.  
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smJ sbr ibn jbrn rwKI ienY,  

rYhY Aib ienhIN mYN sdw eyhu cwlI hY ] 

Without being wise and acting without contentment they stole 

this charity, and now these [hunger, poverty etc.] will run within 

the Akalis.” 

 

  qwhUM lohy kyr guru bnvwie kRd kV,y 

  bVy qyl qlvwie iqn hUM KuvwlI hY ] 

Thus the Guru, for the Singhs, made it mandatory for iron 

weapons and Karas to be worn [to protect from black magic] 

and fed them many fried sweets.  

 

nIl cYl huqy jyaU pihrwey iqnY qyaU,  

khXo guru is`K eyaU guru ky AkwlI hYN ]177] 

He made them adopt the blue uniform and thus the Guru said, 

“these Sikhs are the Guru’s Akalis.”  

 

 

swKI 2] Story 2 

 

Pyr eyk roj sBw mWih guru ky hjUr,  

Pqy isMG guru suq svWg Dwir AwXo hY ] 

One day during the daily congregation held in the Guru’s 

presence, the Guru’s son Fateh Singh dressed himself in a 

particular way. 
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dMf Dr kWDy pir aUic dsqwr kir,  

kit qit kwC Dir kY Akwl gwXo hY ] 

Holding a club on his shoulder, adorned with a tall turban, with 

a Kachera across his waist he chanted Akal! 

 

pyiK guru khXo AhXo jhXo BI clY hY pMQ,  

Pqy isMG jI ko eyhu XwhI qY khwXo hY ] 

Looking at him the Guru said, such a Panth will be started and 

call themselves the ones of Baba Fateh Singh.  

 

kihq inhMg isMG cMg prsMg eyhY,  

sUrX pRkwS mWih AOr XON AlwXo hY ]178] 

This is the proper origin story of the Nihang Singhs, the next story 

I will narrate is also found within the Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 

Granth.  

 

swKI 3] Story 3  

mwCIvwVy gey jib sRI guru bwg mWih,  

BweI mwn isMG qhW pICy cl Awie hY ] 

When Guru Gobind Singh was in the forests upon reaching 

Macchiwara, Bhai Maan Singh was following along behind the 

Guru.  
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su`Kw bhu pIE iqn gurU ko CkwXo ikCu,  

qWhI ids dyiK guru khXo XON sunwie hY ] 

Maan Singh was a great enjoyer of cannabis and served it to 

the Guru when in the forests of Macchiwara. I narrate to you 

what then the Guru said to Maan Singh  

 

jYsI qyrI dsqwr Ku`bI jYsI Awih Aib, 

qYso BMg pInhwr pMQ qyro Qwie hY ] 

“A Panth will be erected, adorning a similar turban as you, as 

filled with happiness as you and as great drinkers of cannabis.” 

 

AYsy guru bcn qY mwn isMG dvwrw eyhu,  

cwilE inhMg pMQ BweI XON idKwie hY ]179] 

Such a blessing passed upon Maan Singh, which oh Brother, 

started the Nihang Panth which you see today.  

 

swKI 4 ] Story 4 

 

cOQI swKI suno Aib jo inhMg kYhYN siB,  

mwCIvwVy guru jib SXwm cYl Dwry hYN ] 

Now listen to the fourth origin story that is told about the 

Nihangs, which relates to when Guru Gobind Singh wore blue 

clothing in the Macchiwara jungle.  
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iF`loN nwm gRws Bl mwlvy mYN gey cil,  

qhW soFI kOl jI nY Arj guzwry hYN ] 

When going to the house of Dhillion from Malwa, Sodhi Kaul 

made a request for the Guru to receive new clothes.  

 

  Sukl bsn Drvwey auqrwey kwly,  

  soaU Pwir Pwir guru Awg mWih jwry hYN ] 

The Guru accepted and adorned the new white clothing, 

taking off his dark blue clothing, ripping it the Guru threw it in 

the fire.  

 

Eyk lIr rK guru dInI mwn isMG jI ko,  

Dwrq inhMg qib hI qy cYl kwry hYN ]180] 

The Guru saved one piece and gifted it to Maan Singh, who 

adorned it on his turban [as a Farla], and thus started the new 

uniform of dark blue clothing of Nihangs.  

 

cOpeI ] 

swKI eyhu cwr hm jYsy ] sunI ipKI ilK dInI qYsy ]  

Aib jYsy aUcy dsqwry ] swjy qYsy dYhuN idKwry ]181] 

These are the four origin stories of the Nihangs, as I have heard 

them I write them down as such. Now I will narrate the origin 

story of the tall turban.  
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pihly pMQ imlXo siB qhw ] lr kir qurkn kw bl dhw ]  

jbY rwj isMGn kw QIAw ] igRsq inhMgYN bhu qib kIAw ]182] 

When the Panth first joined forces they got together and fought 

against the Turks, taking away their governance. When the 

Singhs established their own kingdoms, then many Nihangs 

became householders. 

 

iPrq ibhMgm rhy ju toly ] lUit jrwieq CkYN Aqoly ]  

inScy Es zmwny mWhI ] rIiq lUtby kI QI AwhI ]183]  

The various bands of Nihangs who remained nomadic took to 

looting crops to excess. They had faith they were entitled to the 

crops and this habit of looting took form. 

 

isMG inRp BI szw n dyqy ] blkY Kud BI so lut lyqy ]  

rOr rihq qib mulk mJwry ] corI fwky prq Apwry ]184] 

The rulers who were Singhs did not punish the Nihangs, they 

themselves with their strength had looted. When there was no 

more commotion of war then within the kingdom there arose 

this widespread of stealing.  

 

nYxw isMG inhMg qib eykYN ] ibdqXo jpI qpI sibbykYN ]  

lMgR cwilE iqs kw BwrI ] iqs soN rihq inhMg ApwrI ]185] 

During this time there was one Nihang, Naina Singh, who was 

known for his recitation, austerity and keen discerning intellect. 

He ran a very large Langar [communal kitchen] and practiced 

very firmly the Nihang Singh conduct. 
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iqn dsqwrw aUc sjwXo ] gurU gRMQ kw hukm sunwXo ]  

guru pMcm jo khXo ibswlw ] myrw guru iml aUc dumwlw ]186]  

Having a very large turban, he would recite a passage from the 

Guru Granth Sahib, that which the Great Fifth Guru said, “Upon 

Meeting the Guru I adorn a tall Dumalla”. 

  mwn bcn guru eyhu inhMgYN ] sjy dmwly aUcy iDMgYN ]  

qib qY AiDk aUc dsqwry ] swjn lgy inhMg audwry ]187] 

The Nihangs have accepted this saying of the Guru and have 

adorned such beautiful tall Dumallas. From then these very 

large tall Dumallas were adorned by the Nihangs. 

 

nYxw isMGIey eyhu dmwly ] khlwvq ies hyq ibswly ]  

qib qY cwl eyhu hY cwlI ] Aib sun ibdqy jYs AkwlI ]188] 

These Dumallas are called the Naina Singh styled Dumalla. It is 

said that from that time this tradition had been started. Now 

listsen to how they came to be known as Akalis. 

 

ieq auq isMG inhMg ivcrqy ] huqy Akwl Akwl aucrqy ]  

iehu Avwz suin jn sMswrI ] lgy AkwlI kihn ApwrI ]189]  

Singhs would remain nomadic traveling from place to place, 

chanting Akal Akal, upon listening to this the people of the 

world then started to widely call them Akalis. 
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kUk mwrny qY jXoN kUky ] kys PUkny qy isr PUky ]  

nwm prgty iehu jg jYsy ] nwm AkwlI QIE AYsy ]190] 

In the same way that Kookas [Namdharis] got their name from 

their Kooks [shrieks], and those who burnt their hair became 

known as Hair Burners [sirphooke], in the same way their names 

manifested in the world [due to their actions. As such, the 

Nihangs were also called Akalis. 

 

PUlw isMG inhMg bhwdr ] cylw nYxw isMG kw nwdr ]  

ibdqXo jgq DwVvI Bwrw ] AMgryzI phIAw aun mwrw ]191]  

The great brave Phoola Singh Nihang was a fierce student of 

Naina Singh. His presence as a raider was known throughout 

the world, and had killed an English officer in one such 

encounter.  

 

igrd mukiq sr mulk mJwry ] jib auun ADkYN hwQ pswry ]  

sRI rxjIq imRgys bhwdr ] rwKXO iFg bulwie so swdr ]192] 

Phoola Singh’s influence increased greatly in and around the 

area of Mukhtsar, as such the brave Ranjit Singh called Phoola 

Singh [to join his ranks] with great respect.  
 

rc kir rjmt eyk AkwlYN ] iqs ky qwby krI ibswlYN ]  

iqs mYN Qy qib ijiqk ispwhI ] nwm AkwlI siB kw AwhI ]193] 

Ranjit Singh then made a regiment called the Akalis, entrusted 

soldiers all under the control of Phoola Singh. All of the soldiers 

of this regiment called themselves Akalis. 
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  sjqy sBY aUc dsqwry ] c`kr KMfy krd Apwry ]  

gjgwhY sis pMjy qoVy ] Drqy SsqR AOr n QoVy ]194] 

They all adorned tall turbans, with Khandas, Chakars [quoits], 

knifes, Gajgah [emblems], iron chains and the five weapons. 

They also were equipped with many other weapons.  

 

  iehu Akwl rjmt kI brdI ] huqI muk`rR qbY guru Gr dI ]  

bsqr nIly rKqy qib BI ] clI jwq rIqI so Aib BI ]195] 

This was the uniform of the Akal Regiment, although this 

tradition had already been established in the Guru’s House. The 

Regiment would now wear blue clothing, and now too [the 

Akalis] continue this tradition.  

 

lir qurkn soN Twn qgIdI ] pweI PUlw isMG ShIdI ]  

tUt geI rjmt iPr soaU ] ibQry isMG vhI mD loaU ]196]  

pMQ inhMgn isMGn kyrw ] BXo jYs hm qYsy tyrw ]197] 

With great determination Phoola Singh attained Shahidi 

[martyrdom] fighting against the Turks. The Regiment then was 

dispersed, and the Singhs were then scattered. This is the story 

of the Panth of the Nihang Singhs, I narrate to you as I have 

been told it.  
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kib`q ]  

pMQ jXoN inhMgn kw QIE kih dIE  

qYs bKSYN gurU kI idKrweI cwr BwlI hYN ] 

This Panth of the Nihangs, I have narrated their four origin 

stories, how they received the blessings of Guru Gobind Singh. 

 

  Kwn pihrwn bol cwl rIiq ienhUM kI  

AOr siB isMGn AO j`g qY inrwlI hYN ] 

Their diet, dress, speech and mannerisms are all different from 

other Singhs, and the entire world.  

 

gOx sq rj gux qm rYhY muK qW mYN Qor  

bwq pY bhor lrq ibswlI hYN ] 

They remain mainly Tamoguni with little influence of Satoguni 

and Rajoguni dispositions, and they will fight fiercely over minor 

issues.   
 

kwhUM n lXwvY AWK qrY frYN kwhUM qY n  

dMgy qy n trYN rrYN log XON AkwlI hYN ]198] 

They do not lower their eyes to anyone, fearing no one, they 

don’t hesitate to fight; this is how people describe the Akalis.  
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KYhYN loh pwqR mYN zyvr rKY hYN  

loh rihq sroh sdw moh sYn gwlI hY ] 

Eating out of iron vessels, wearing only iron on their body, they 

always remain enraged, they have burned away the entire 

army of Ignorance.  

 

  aUc dsqwry mMfy ck̀r krd  

KMfy rwKYN gih dMfy AO puSwk rMg kwlI hY ] 

They adorn tall Dumallas, strapped with Chakars [quoits], knifes 

and Khandas [double-edged swords], keeping clubs they dress 

in dark blue clothing. 

 

cwihq n ibSy svwd rihq Azwd  

sdw krq biqMfy bwd AiDk auqwlI hY ] 

They have no desire for sensuous pleasure they forever 

maintain their sovereignty, very quickly do they begin 

arguments and fights.  

 

mrXwd byd nWih jwiq brx Byd nWih  

imly joaU bWt KWih XWhIN qY AkwlI hYN ]199] 

They do not recognize the traditions of the Vedas or caste 

obligations, when eating they always share, such is an Akali.  
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PIm BMg posq ky dosq hYN Bwry pXwry  

Awls inKwls jgIr BUK nMg hY ] 

They are great lovers and friends of opium, poppies and 

cannabis, their property is the land of laziness, hunger and pure 

poverty.  

 

  ibvhwr kwr kMm kir hYN n cYhYN dMm  

rihq Kuswl gMm Dwrq n AMg hYN ] 

They may perform work but even then they do not desire any 

money in return, they remain ever in bliss and never experience 

pain in their heart. 

 

 sq sMg nw krYhYN SwsqR nw sunYhYN  

eyk bwxI guru kI pFY hYN sihq aumMg hYN ] 

They do not go into the congregation, nor listening to the 

ancient scriptures, but take a great thrill in reciting solely the 

Guru’s Bani.  

 

GUr G`p KYhYN gurudvwrXoN mYN iPrY hYN  

lYhYN dIn hvY n mMg kYhY log XON inhMg hYN ]200] 

They eat by instilling fear and taking from others, they travel 

from Gurdwara to Gurdwara, they do not beg like beggars, the 

people call a Nihang as such. 
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Aorn ko ByKI BwnYN Awp ko AlyKI  

mwnY SrHw ky ispwhI rKvwry Bwry cMg hYN ] 

They call others Pakhandis [fakers] and think of themselves as 

above all judgment, they are great warriors of keepers of the 

Guru’s Code of Conduct.  

 

  mwnq Akwl inj guru ibn Aor ko  

n AYpr pRkRmw lyq aultI kuFMg hYN ] 

They do not recognize anyone else other than their Guru and 

the Deathless [Akal], against [Indic] tradition they do Parkarma 

[circumambulation] the reverse way [counter-clock wise].  

 

m``C rs̀ ru`dR smu`dR ky vy hYN AC̀ srYN  

n qrk inMd lYhYN Air AMg hYN ] 

They are large fish in the ocean of Rudra rasa [The Ferocious 

Rasa], they do not endure the objections and slanders from 

others, they cut the limbs off their enemies.  

 

bWCq sdIv jMg AwXuD qurMg BMg  

qyaU qo ABMg isMG guruU ky inhMg hYN ]201] 

Forever desiring war, weapons, horses and cannabis, such is the 

one pointed mind of the Guru’s Nihang Singh.  
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pwlI ihMdu h`d m`d Drm kI ibh`d jWih  

gwlI j`d du`jn kI r`d kir fwlI hY ] 

Those Nihang Singhs who have protected the Hindu Dharma in 

all areas of India, have killed and thrown away generations of 

their enemies. 

 

  jwlI moh jwlI kwm koh kI pRnwlI  

swlI dInqw mlInqw kmInqw inkwlI hY ] 

They have burnt the net of Attachment, destroying all the 

generations of Anger and Desire, they have removed within the 

people of India all poverty, impurity, and low level thinking.  

 

GwlI hY su BwrI Gwl qIn kwl  

gXwn isMG sIq vwq Awqp ibswlI Jwl JwlI hY ] 

Gyan Singh says that, in the past, present and in the future, the 

Nihang Singhs have earned great achievements, the cooling 

breeze and pleasant sunlight warmth [of their presence] 

expands forth quickly!  

 

twlI hY glIcqw AnIcqw bhwlI  

pws dyg qyg vwlI isMG guruU ky AkwlI hYN ]202] 

They were given impurity in big heaps but even still they’ve 

been given a high status, these Akalis of the Guru are masters 

of Tegh [sovereignty] and Degh [benevolence].  
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mwlI hYN suDrm ky sukrm ky sMBwlI  

sd pwlI sRx pRx ky Avrn ky inkwlI hYN ] 

Nurturers of Dharma, and forever the protectors of good 

action, those who come into their sanctuary are protected, 

they are the ones who remove the false projection of Maya 

[the Illusion of the World].  

 

nYk syv hI qY sIJY dyvqw kpwlI  

bIjYN rIJYN dyq Bog KIjY moK qwqkwlI hYN ] 

Being pleased with even just a little seva [selfless service], they 

are as if Shiva, granting wishes and pleasures to people, and to 

those who are angry against them, they grant them liberation 

[through death]. 

 

vwlI Ej mOj ky hYN BwlI sOj POj  

ky hYN KXwlI AOj cOj ky hYN nyk mg cwlI hYN ] 

They are great possessors of power and happiness, they nurture 

both the populace and the army and they are mindful of 

current developments and worldly affairs; they walk on the 

path of the rightful.  

 

bwnI guru gRMQ ky svY pMQ ky pXwry  

Bwry gXwn isMG ky dwqwry isMG Xy AkwlI hYN ]203] 

They are great lovers of both the Panth and Gurbani within the 

Guru Granth, they are the saviors of Gyan Singh, such are the 

Akali Singhs. 

                                                                     - Naveen Panth Prakash  
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Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 1880 
 

The Lovely Illumination of  

The Guru’s Lotus Feet 

 

Baba Sumer Singh 

 

Foreword:  The Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash is an exquisite Braj historical 

text on the life of Guru Gobind Singh, the author was the esteemed 

Sumer Singh who served as Jathedar of Takht Patna Sahib and also 

the chairman of the Faridkot Tika committee.  Baba Sumer Singh 

traces his lineage to the Giani Sampradya from Amritsar and the 

passage describes the origins of Nihangs.  

 

Ab Aor iek AnUpm kQw inj jQw mq pRgt kro ]  

jo sunI gunI shI shIsq Bwqqy swcI Dro ] 

Now I will narrate this beautiful story according to my meager 

understanding, the truth that I bring before you is exactly as I 

have listened and understood it from reliable sources. 

 

gur gun Agm Awgm Awgmsu purwn hUM qy purwn hY ]  

iek pRymI jn mhlI ibnw ieih mhl Bydn jwn hY ]1] 

The stories of the Guru outweigh all the Vedas and the 

numerous Puranas, this secret though can only be understood 

and realized by a devoted and fully aware servant of the Guru.  
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kbhUM cwrhu qwq sRI su AjIq isMG isMG juJwr hY ]  

sRI isMG jorwvr ibml sRI Pqy isMG AGwrhY ] 

At one time, all the four sons of Guru Gobind Singh got 

together, the respected Ajit Singh, Jujhar Singh, the esteemed 

and pure Jorawar Singh, and the revered Fateh Singh, who 

even sin feared.  

 

lGu sBn mwih pRDwn pXwry pUq isMG Pqy shI ]  

Avqwr sI gurvwh Pqy aucwr jo Kwlsw khI ]2] 

The youngest of all the sons, Fateh Singh was the most 

prominent and loved, for he was the one who invoked for the 

first time the Khalsa Fateh [Vahiguru Ji Ka Khalsa Vahiguru Ji Ki 

Fateh].  

 

imlqIn BYXnI bIn kIn nvIn  mq inrmwn hY ]  

aUco dumwlw rMg kwlw Pqy isMG sjwn hY ] 

The three elder brothers met and carefully set out to create a 

new path, typing a large dark blue Dumalla on the wise Fateh 

Singh. 

 

ssqrwid sijq kr ibhis Aiq lY gey ipq pwsmo ]  

AwnMd piq jhhy ibrwjq Awpny su iblwsmo ]3] 

Bedecking Fateh Singh with weapons, the older brothers, all 

laughing, took him to his father Guru Gobind Singh, the Master 

of Anandpur, who was residing on His throne in bliss. 
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lK rUp lono lwie aur hrKwie kr sqguru kI ]  

Xh AiDk pXwro moih lwgXo Xh dumwlo hY shI ] 

Guru Gobind Singh looking at this form was pleased and 

hugged Fateh Singh, and then said, "I really love this uniform 

with such a beautifully adorned Dumalla 

 

jo jMg jIq ABIq sur suDwr sIs inswn hY ]  

Xh Ahih qmgw eykAiq auqXm inhMg mhwn hY ]4] 

This Farla is the symbol for the entry into heaven, those Singhs 

who adorned it will be fearless and victorious in battle. This Farla 

is highest honour given; great are these Nihang Singhs.  

 

Xh rUp hU mm rUp pwCy pRgt Aiq ihq hoie hY ]  

AwnnX isMG inhMg mukqn mY Brm BX Koie ]5] 

Understand this form to my very own, I will send great love to 

those who adorn it. Amongst the Singhs none are equal to the 

Nihang Singhs; liberated, they are free from all doubt and fear.”  

 

ieih ibiD dIn jbY brdwnw ] qb ihMmq isMG ikX snmwnw ]  

qb qy By inhMg jn jyqy ] dvY pRkwr so pcury qyqy ]6] 

When the Guru gave this blessing to Fateh Singh, then Himmat 

Singh [of the Punj Pyare] were also given this honour [to wear 

the Bana and Farla]. The Nihang Singhs then expanded greatly 

in size and two types of Nihangs started to emerge.   
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Kwhu dumwlo guru muK rwKw ] kwhUM krXo aUc AiBlwKw ]  

CpXo pMQ kuaU clw n Awgy ] nYxw isMG jbY jg jwgy ]7] 

Some wore a normal Dumalla keeping the Guru's name on 

their mouth, some of them desired to wear a tall Dumalla. 

Some time had passed and there was a lull in the tradition, but 

this was arisen again with Naina Singh.  

 

dIp isMG ky swDk Bey ] bVy sUrbr Air gun gey ]  

sunXh kQw jb miq jwnI ] sRI AMimRqsr mih sur gXwnI ]8] 

Naina Singh was Baba Deep Singh's student, and was a great 

warrior, filled with virtue. Listen to this narration, which I have 

understood from listening to the Gyanis in Amritsar.  

 

qKq Akwl bYT suK pweI ] kr Ardws su pwg sjweI ]  

aUc inkwsXo Prrw isrpr ] sIs inswn inswn jWc Dr ]9] 

Arriving at the Akal Takht, Naina Singh did an Ardaas 

[supplication] and tied a tall Dumalla, with a Farla springing 

forth from the top and considered this Farla as a Nishan [Battle 

Standard] of the Panth.  

 

srbloh kI rihq clweI ] bsn surmeI sIs sjweI ]  

iqn qy PUlw isMG su Awid ] pRcUry isMG inhMg sunwdI ]10] 

He started the tradition of eating out of Sarbloh [all-iron] vessels, 

and wore a greyish blue colour Farla on top of his Dumalla. 

After Naina Singh came Phoola Singh, who spread the word 

greatly and created many Nihang Singhs.  
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bVy sUr gur Bkq AmwnI ] dInn pr dwXw ijn jwnI ]  

sXwm bsn sB Awrq Awey ] Awidih qy jy isMG suhwey ]11]  

They were great warriors, egoless devotees of the Guru, who 

would be greatly compassionate to the poor. Many joined into 

the ranks wearing dark clothing, many people came from all 

around into the Singhs.  

 

nYxw isMG qy Bey dumwlI ] pRgt rIq Xh sB mY cwlI ]  

gMfw isMG dumwlI Bey ] sOrbIr bV js jg ley ]12] 

Naina Singh thus started this tradition of the tall Dumalla, this 

tradition came into the world from Naina Singh. Ganda Singh 

then also wore this tall Dumalla, who was a great warrior and 

praised throughout the world.  

 

iqn ky sRI grIb isMG pXwry ] mmipqu pd pMkj ihq Dwry ]  

iqn qy sun gun pun pun khI ] kQw jQwmiq Awpn lhI ]13] 

After them came a beloved Gareeb Singh, my father had 

great love for their lotus-like feet. From my father I heard this 

story many times, and as per my meager understanding I have 

narrated it to you as such. 

                                                                 - Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash  
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BweI dyXw isMG jI 

irhqnwmw 

ikRq: BweI dyXw isMG jI 
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Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama 1700s 
 

Code of Conduct of the 

Compassionate Tiger 

 

Bhai Daya Singh Pyara 

 

The Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama is dated within the 1700s and 

outlines the characteristics and traits of an Akali Nihang. 

 

so AkwlI rUp hY nIl bsqR pihnwie ]  

jpY jwpu gurbr Akwl srbloh pihrwie ] 

The form of an Akali is thus, wearing dark blue clothes he 

continually chants the Jaap Sahib, and ‘Gurbar Akal’ [the 

Deathless is All Powerful], wearing all iron weapons.  
 

pMj SsqR Dr dyih pY ikRpwn gwqry rwiK ] krd Byt ibn pwn nih Akwl 

Bwv siq BwK ] 

Equipped with five weapons he keeps a Kirpan in a baldric 

[gathra], he does not eat or drink anything without blessing it 

first with his Karad [knife] and with love reciting ‘Akal’. 

 

aUcI buMgw jo sjY nwm inhMg sujwn ] krm AkwlI sm krY sunhu is`K Dir 

kwn ] 

Understand that he is called a Nihang who adorns a tall turban, 

these are the traits of an Akali, oh Sikh listen carefully with your 

ears. 

                                                          - Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama 
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gur ieiqhws iesiQq mih dlW mu`F qoN Awie [ 

It is clearly established within the Guru's History that 

the Nihang Dals are continuing from the origin  

[of the Khalsa]. 

 

bypRvwh inhMgn sm fMkw gjdw jwie [ 
[Regardless] the Nihangs are carefree,  

and their battle drums will continue to roar. 
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