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MURREE BREWERY

MURREE BREWERY WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1800 IN
RESPONSE TO THE EVER INCREASING DEMAND FOR
BEER BY THE PERSONNEL OF THE BRITISH RAJ, AND

[§ CURRENTLY THE OLDEST CONTINUING
ENTERPRISE IN PAKISTAN.

tn Consequent to the British annexation of the Punjab in 1849 from Sikh rule, and more so after 1857 when the British

=1 Crown formally extended ifs sovereignty over India, a structured administration commenced in the Punjab.

ay 10 meetne beer fequirements of British personne (mainly army), the Murree Brewery was established in 1650 and
incorporated a year later af Ghora Galli located in the Pir Punjal range of the Westem Himalayas t an elevation of
‘W G000 ahove sea level, near the resort fown of Mumee.

Between 1665 & 1890 the Company established Breweries in Rawalpindi & Quetta & acquired an interest in the
Oticumand (South India) & Norailiya (Ceylon) breweries. A distillery was also established in the above period in
Rawalpindi next to the Brewery.

The Murreg Brewery at Ghora Galli was therefore among the first modern beer breweries established in Asia. Murree
Beer proved to be very popular among the British troopers who were largely barracked in the ‘Galis' of these hls
The virtues of begr brewed from barley malt & hops a5 alight alcoolic beverage were not lost on the local population
wha rapidly became avid consumers.

By the tum of the 20 century, the name "Murree" was famous for its besr in keg and bottle in the bars, beer halls and
army messes of British India. Murree Beer was first awarded & medal for product excellence at the Philadelphia
Exhibition in 1876, followed by numerous awards over the past 140 years.

In 1935, & massive earthquake totally demolished the Quetta brewery as well as substantial part of Quetta town, kiling
thousands of persons, including a number of our employees. At Ghora Galli (Murree), the scarcity of water became an emerging problem. By the 1920s,
brewing was mostly transferred to the Rawalpindi brewery but malting continued at Ghora Galli tillthe 1940s, when this property was sold. This historic
brewery builtin Gothic style architecture was burnt curing the partition riots of 1947148,
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